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Is it a problem for my child to receive the COVID-19 vaccine at the same time as other vaccines?

No, children and teens may get a COVID-19 vaccine and other vaccines at the same time. Because children
may experience pain at the site where the shot is given, however, you should think about the number of shots
you want your child to have at one time.

What kind of side effects should | worry about after my child gets the vaccine?
Any vaccine can cause side effects. These are usually minor (for example, a sore arm or low-grade fever) and
go away within a few days. The COVID-19 vaccine is no different. If your child has any of the following after
getting their vaccine, however, you should call or visit a doctor:
e Breathing fast or having trouble breathing
Chest Pain
A fast or irregular heartbeat
Fainting
A high fever with spasms or jerky movements (seizures)
A swollen tongue or throat
» Arash or hives on their body

Should my child get the vaccine if they have allergies?

Children with an allergy to food, latex or things in the environment (pollen, pets, bug bites, etc.) can get the
COVID-19 vaccine. Serious allergic reactions to the COVID-19 vaccine have been very rare, especially among
children.

Will my child act any differently after getting the vaccine?
Your child will likely complain that their arm hurts where the shot was given. They may also feel tired, not
want to eat and be more irritable and cry more than usual. This shouldn’t last longer than a day.

Why should my child get the COVID-19 vaccine?

Vaccinating children protects them when participating in childcare, school, and other activities. It's hard to
predict how a child’s body will respond if they are infected with COVID-19. Most kids will do well, but some
get very sick and need to visit the hospital. Getting the vaccine is the best way to help prevent this.

What's the difference between the two vaccines for kids under 5 years old?

Both vaccines have been proven to be safe and effective at preventing symptomatic COVID-19 infection. The
main difference is that the Pfizer vaccine is 3 doses and the Moderna vaccine is 2 doses. The most important
choice is the one to have your child vaccinated.

Will the COVID-19 vaccine affect my child if they have diabetes or sickle cell disease?

There is no evidence that the COVID-19 vaccine negatively impacts children with diabetes or sickle cell
disease. In fact, it is especially important for children with these conditions to be vaccinated as they are more
likely to get severe COVID-19 if they are infected.

My child is 4 years old. Should | wait until they are 5 to get vaccinated with the vaccine for 5-11 year olds?
It takes some time to be considered fully protected after getting vaccinated (6 weeks for the Moderna vaccine
and 13 weeks for the Pfizer vaccine). So that your child is fully protected as soon as possible, it is best not to
wait and to get them vaccinated now.

Consult with your pediatrician to make an informed decision
that's right for you and your family. GRAND RAPIDS
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